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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 09 May 2006 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-18 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |EI Claim(s) 1-18 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 09 May 2006 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The US Patent Application Publication number, cited in IDS of May 9th 2006, is 
not correct. The correct number is 2002/0171762 and is considered. Though the 
first named inventor is B. D. Maxson (Maxson et al.), Polly Stecyk is also one of 
the named inventors. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 2, and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 2 and 3 are cited in circular as they both refer on to themselves in 
dependent form. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

5. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by J.B. 
Sampsell, US Patent No. 6,219,839 (hereinafter "Sampsell"). 

Regarding claim 1, Sampsell discloses: 

A method for displaying on a television apparatus (Figure 1, element 12), 
content information associated with peripheral device interconnected with 
the television apparatus via a digital serial bus (Figure 1 , element 30; Column 
3, lines 66-67; Column 4, lines 1-3)), the method comprising: receiving, by the 
television apparatus (Figure 1, element 12), a user request to view content 
information associated with a selected peripheral device (Column 5, lines 
1 1- 21) interconnected to the television apparatus via the digital serial bus 
(Column 4, lines 17- 47); obtaining, by the television apparatus, content 
information from the selected peripheral device regardless of whether the 
selected peripheral device is a currently selected input source for the 
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television apparatus; and displaying, by the television apparatus, the 
received content information for the selected peripheral device (Figure 9). 
(Column 3, lines 16-36) 

Regarding claim 2, Sampsell discloses wherein the digital serial bus is an 
IEEE 1394 compliant serial bus. (Column 4, lines 22- 30) 

Regarding claim 3, Sampsell discloses in response to a second user input, 
obtaining, by the television apparatus, content information from a second 
selected peripheral device; and displaying, by the television apparatus, the 
received content information of the second selected peripheral device, see 

Figure 7; Column 6, lines 40-43. 

Regarding claim 4, Sampsell discloses wherein the content information 
comprises table of contents information for programs stored on a storage 
medium of the selected peripheral device, see Figure 1, elements 14, 18, 20, 
and 26. Also, Column 6, lines 58-66, teaches ability to use storage, processing 
power throughout the network. 

Regarding claim 5, Sampsell discloses wherein the table of contents 
information is displayed on the television apparatus on a per peripheral 
device basis. (Figure 9. elements 100, 102, 82, 84) 
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Regarding claim 6, Sampsell discloses allowing by the television apparatus, a 
user to cycle through a loop of peripheral devices interconnected to the 
television apparatus. (Figure 9. elements 100, 102, 82, 84) 

Regarding claim 7, Sampsell discloses allowing by the television apparatus, a 
user to manipulate the displayed content information in response to user 
input received by the television apparatus. (Figure 9. elements 100, 102, 82, 
84) 

Regarding claim 8, Sampsell discloses wherein manipulation includes moving 
through the content information, deleting the content information, and 
playing selected programs, Sampsell discloses full access to the operations of 
the attached devices. In Figure 10, he shows how to control the operation of one 
such device DVD, and offers the capability of routing content and recording the 
same (Column 7, lines 22-45). Furthermore, a PC with processing capabilities is 
further disclosed. The ability to record digital content and also provide fro deletion 
for such content, as reflected in Column 7, lines 39-47). 

6. Regarding claim 9, Sampsell discloses A method for displaying on a digital 
television apparatus, table of content information associated with a 
peripheral device interconnected with the television apparatus via an IEEE 



Application/Control Number: 10/578,819 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2623 

1394 bus, the method comprising: providing, on the digital television 
apparatus in response to a first user input to the digital television 
apparatus, a menu allowing a user to request viewing of table of content 
information of a selected peripheral device interconnected to the digital 
television apparatus via the IEEE 1394 bus, the option provided by the 
digital television apparatus regardless of whether the selected peripheral 
device is a currently selected input source for the digital television 
apparatus; establishing, by the television apparatus, communication 
between the digital television apparatus and the selected peripheral device 
via the IEEE 1394 bus; obtaining, by the digital television apparatus, table 
of contents information associated with a storage medium of the selected 
peripheral device; and displaying, by the digital television apparatus, the 
received table of contents information for the selected peripheral device. 
Claim 9 is rejected by the same analysis as claim 1 , as Sampsell's teaching not 
only include any digital interface (Figure 1, element 30), but also IEEE 1394 bus 
(Column 4, lines 27-30). 

Regarding claim 10, Sampsell discloses detecting connection of the selected 
peripheral device to the digital serial bus, and upon detection, obtaining 
the table of content information from the selected peripheral device. 

(Column 5, lines 26-39; Column 7, lines 54- 65) 
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7. Regarding claim 1 1 , Sampsell discloses in response to a second user input, 
establishing communication between the digital television apparatus and a 
second selected peripheral device via the 1394 serial bus; obtaining by the 
digital television apparatus, table of contents information associated with a 
storage medium of the second selected peripheral device; and displaying 
by the digital television apparatus, the table of contents information from 
the second selected peripheral device. See Figure 1, elements 30, 14, 18, 20, 
and 26. Also, Column 6, lines 58-66, teaches ability to use storage, processing 
power throughout the network. 

Regarding claim 12, Sampsell discloses wherein the table of contents 
information of the selected peripheral device includes one or more of title, 
time created, total track time, current track time, artist, genre, and program 
description for each track of table of contents data. Sampsell has used an 
example of a DVD, column 7, lines 14-22, to demonstrate that his teaching is 
capable of presenting as much information as is available (full length movie, 
celebrity interviews, director comments, etc. )at the source to the viewer through 
the use of ERG and EPG. This fully meets the limitation of claim 12. 
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Regarding claim 13, Sampsell discloses further comprising: allowing by the 
digital television apparatus, a user to cycle through a loop of peripheral 
devices interconnected to the television apparatus via the 1394 serial bus, 

(Figure 9. elements 100, 102, 82, 84). 

Regarding claim 14, Sampsell discloses further comprising: allowing by the 
digital television apparatus, a user to manipulate the displayed content 
data in response to user input received by the digital television apparatus 
including moving through the table of contents information, deleting table 
of contents information, and playing a selected program. Sampsell discloses 
full access to the operations of the attached devices. In Figure 10, he shows how 
to control the operation of one such device DVD, and offers the capability of 
routing content and recording the same (Column 7, lines 22-45). Furthermore, a 
PC with processing capabilities is further disclosed. The ability to record digital 
content and also provide fro deletion for such content, as reflected in Column 7, 
lines 39-47). 

8. Claims 15-18, a digital television apparatus, effectuating the methods of claims 
1 -8 are herby rejected by the same analysis. 
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The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

• Edward Blaine Eytchison, "Method of Managing Resources within a 
Network of Consumer Electronic Devices", US Patent No. 6,219,839 

• B.D. Maxson et al., "Control System and User Interface for Network of 
Input Devices", US Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0171762 

• M.D. Ellis et al., "Program Guide Application Interface System", US Patent 
No. 6,665,869 

Contacts 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JAMES R. MARANDI whose telephone number is 
(571 )270-1 843. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM- 5:00 PM M-F, 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher C. Grant can be reached on (571) 272-7294. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/James R. Marandi/ 



/Christopher Grant/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2623 



